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of an authoritative, dispassionate nature, and not from successful lawyers who seemed to possess very little perspicacity or imagination, and whose attitude rather hinted that brains were the pass to power. Mr. Baldwin knew only too well that the Englishman would not tolerate such an attitude, but he had the strong men in his team and he had no motive power apart from the individuals to urge him forward.
The Prime Minister's plight soon became pitiable. The Government had no programme and no ideas. It had no knowledge of Conservatism, no faith in its own creed, and no hope for the future. Nevertheless it continued to move on the strictly unprovocative course. The once homogeneous Conservative Party could have been split up at that moment into three distinct sections. Mr. Bridgeman (now Lord Bridgeman) represented a section that would have spun out the years in gentlemanly inaction until the nation had cried with anguish; Lord Birkenhead could have formed a group which might have gripped the country in the vice of strong government pending an ultimate and certain Marxist Revolution; for the third part there were men like Mr. Neville Chamberlain, who without the statesmanlike capacity for long range policy, could make brilliant adjustments of detail, but for which,. as events showed, the Government would get little credit. Such was the position oi a party which up to the War had burned to apply its principles and now found itself in a position where no principles could be applied.
An actual attempt to unseat Mr. Baldwin which was threatened at this moment came to nothing. The loyalty of certain members of the Cabinet enabled him to keep the leadership unchanged. It was fortunate for .the country that the doomed Government managed to carry on; if it had not crashed changing horses it might well have become mischievous under a fresh power. Once again Mr. Baldwin probably rendered the country a great service by diplomatically keeping his position. He had no spiritual successor and only when the day arrives, and he is de facto superseded